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Sextodecimo, this is a small book about a small
house, an intimate book about intimate space.
The size is very practical and allows you to bring
it with you were ever you want, now days you

can even use it as a guidebook if you visit the
house. Such a small book is also cheap to make
and spread the word about it, but also reflects the
house that also was intended to be affordable.
The number of translations of such a small book
about a relative unknown project reflects the big
influence Le Corbusier have had in most parts of
the world.

VOLUME

Octavio, a modest size for a modest pro-
ject,however built robust and made to last
just like the house. The strong colour of
the cover shows how important and cen-
tral it was for Taut, both in this and oth-
er projects. The book is printed with only
one coloured picture, if it would have
been up to Taut and if it not would make
the book unaffordable it most likely would
have been printed in full colour. Taut in-
stead solved this problem with a folding
colour chart in the back to help interpret
to black and white pictures.

The book have been translated to most

of the main European languages except
French, this could be both to a difference
in culture but also because, there was a
big influence of other architects. Taut was
a big fan of Japanese architecture and
culture, he both travel to and wrote books
on Japanese architecture so the Japanese
translation is logical.
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Title: Une petite maison : 1923
Author: Le Corbusier

First edition: 1954

Original language: French
Published: In Zurich by Birkhauser.
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First Edition,

Binding: Paperback
Dimensions: 12 x 16,5 cm Title: Ein Wohnhaus
Number of pages: 92 Author: Bruno Taut

First edition: 1927
Original language: German
Publisheed: In Stuttgart by Franckh‘sche
Verlagshandlung W. Keller & Co,

Cover Binding: Hard textile

Une Petite Maison Dimensions: 235 x 155mm

Second edition: 1968 Number of Pages: 118
Print: Paper 80g/m2, Black and white with
1 colour picture and a hand painted fol-
ding colour chart in back to help read the
black and white pictures.

Print: 80g/m2 paper, matt cover, glossy pages.
Black and white and 15, 2 coloured pages in blue
and red.




German: Ein
kleines haus

English:
A Little house

Greek:
ENA MIKPO
SIITI

Spanish:
Una pequeiia
casa

There are also translations to:
Japanese, Korean and Swazi.

E I N LE CORBUSIER A LE CORBUSIER

KLEINES LITTL
HAUS  HOUS

UNA
IKPQ PEQUENA
>NIT]  LASA

Epiciones Inriniro
Buenos AIRES

TRANSL

English:
A house to live

Una casa di abitazione

o S

FRANCOANGELI

Italian:
Una Casa di abita-
zione

A

Spanish:
Una casa para habitar
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Japanese:
Ichi jataku.
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In this book, Le Corbusier tells us the story of
how the little house came into existence. He
takes us on a philosophical tour of the house and
the surroundings on Lake Geneva and explains
pictorially the intentions he has with the indivi-
dual interventions. The text is written in simple
language and richly accompanied by black and
white photographs. Le Corbusier makes a point of
skillfully formulating the individual aspects and
making them understandable even to laymen. The
book is divided into five chapters, which we will
briefly discuss. The first chapter is called ,A little
house".
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With this book, Bruno Taut takes on the
task of introducing the reader to the idea
of ,new living‘. In doing so, he took his
1926 home as a built example to explain
his intentions. In 13 chapters, various
aspects of the house are discussed. Start-
ing with the human being and his behavior
itself, through the ,architecture and land-
scape‘ he arrives at the house. From there
he systematically goes through the rooms
and their functions, from the lower living
spaces to the bedroom to the roof we get
a complete view of the house and Taut‘s
idea of ,new livingf‘. The book can be read
through from the front, but the individu-
al chapters can also be understood as a
stand-alone text. The written language is
easy to understand and again one gets the
impression that this book is intended for
professionals as well as laymen.
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Esstisch im Wohnzimmer
Detailzeichnung
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In it, LC describes that he built the house for his
parents and had already drawn the plan for the
house before he determined the building site. We
can also find a short tour with a function-assig-
ning sketch in this chapter.

When LC was looking for the building site, it was
important that the house was easily accessible.
Another sketch, which shows the connections to
big cities by train, we can also find here. In the
second chapter ,The little house‘ LC takes us on a
detailed tour around and through the building.
He explains how the choice of materials came
about and why things were formulated in this
way. The description is accompanied by photo-
graphs. In the third chapter ,Even the houses get
the whooping cough’ LC describes how the crack
through the house came to happen. Since the
basement functions like a waterproof ship, the
water from the lake pushed this area of the house
upward, causing the house to break.

The explanations are accompanied by
black and white photographs, plans and
axonometries. In addition, there is a fold-
out color map at the end of the book,
which is marked with letters. The idea be-
hind it is to read the text and imagine the
selected elements in the corresponding
color (which is why behind the descrip-
tions of the elements, the corresponding
letter is written). Taut uses a more tech-
nical, rational approach to the book, but
gets involved in every detail of the house.
Carefully with words and pictures results
so his personal approach to the house and
to the ,new living‘. Taut was experimen-
ting here with the essential elements
of building, which could claim the
same importance for the construction
of large housing estates. The readers
addressed included laymen as well as ar-
chitects and investors.




Drawing Chapter 4

p. 78
Une Petite Maison

The fourth chapter, ,Drawings from 1945, fea-
tures color drawings LC made 20 years after the
house came into existence. They show a retro-
spective and view of the house. When in 1924 the
house was finished, the local council gathered to
state that such architecture was a blight on na-
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Due to its simply written style, the book is sui-
table for almost everyone who is interested. The
book is not a technical book, it is more like a story
in its main part.

Folding Color-
plate




Géographie
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The small house was built in 1923-1924 for Le
Corbusier's parents according to his plans. The
frequent visits to his parents prompted Le Corbu-
sier to write countless descriptions of the house.
Over the course of time, he analysed the design
development, the building site, the function, the
spatial disposition and his life. His examination of
the small house spanned over 40 years.

CONTEXT

Bruno Taut was part of the artists‘ group
, Glaserne Kette“ with Walter Gropius,
Hans Scharoun etc.. In the process, Taut
started the influential correspondence
among the members as well as the call for
colourful building. He was a leading mem-
ber in various associations and avant-gar-
de circles. In 1910, Taut was accepted into
the ,Werkbund“ because of his artistic
talent as well as his ethical professional
views. In 1919, his call in the Werkbund
for coloured buildings was followed by 64
architects, artists and authors. Finally,
the project ,coloured Magdeburg“ resul-
ted, where 80 facades were painted in the
city centre and was a great success. Alt-
hough Bruno Taut was never part of the
Bauhaus, he can be considered a pioneer
of the design principles that were later
taught at the Bauhaus.




The book was finally published for the first
time in 1954. It is precisely in the reproduction of
this human and architectural ,,experience” that
the originality and charm of this book lies. When
you leaf through it, it seems like a poetic journey,
presented as a picture book. Certain drawings are
reminiscent of the artist’s book Le Poéme de l‘an-
gle droit, published in 1955.

The book concludes with the following words:
The crime

In 1924, when the little house was finished, the mu-
nicipal council of a neighbouring community gat-
hered to note that such architecture was a ,,blight*
on nature. Fearing that it would nevertheless set a
precedent (who knows?), he banned any imitation
for all time....

This pessimistic way of closing the book is part of
Le Corbusier's rhetorical style, the self-portrayal

as a misunderstood martyr of modern architectu-
re.

This reference is ultimately also found in
the design of the book ,Ein Wohnhaus*.
One finds design references to the Bauhaus
but also to ,,De Stijl“.

The book itself is used as a didactic me-
dium to illustrate Taut‘s views. The text-
image ratio is roughly equally weighted.
The first picture in the book is also the
only one in colour, which already clari-
fies the theme at the beginning. After that,
there are only black and white illustrati-
ons, which are supplemented at the end of
the book with a fold-out colour map. The
colour is always indicated in the text, so
that the black-and-white illustrations can
be imagined in colour with the colour map.
The chapters are rationally structured and
stand on their own. This is in keeping with
the idea of an encyclopaedia, i.e. a refe-
rence work on specific topics.




Poéme de 1’angle droit. 1955 ’

LE CORBUSIER

zweck:

durchblidung bikdnsrioch be‘ahlev menschen in handwerklicher, tech-
nischer jem ziel arbeitam bau.
praktische versuchsarbeit far hausbau und hauseinrichiung, entwicklung
von standardmodellen far industrie und hand

lehrgebiete:

1. werklehre for

»

holz (tischlered

metall (silber- und_kupferschmiede)
farbe (wandmalered

gewebe (webersl, farbered)

buch- und kunstdruck

pepep

erginzende lehrgebiete:
material- und werkzeughunde
grundbegriffe von buchf@hrung,
preisberechnung, vertragsabschldssen

2 formlehre: (praktisch und theoretisch)
a. anschauung

werkstoffkunde
naturstudium

v

darstellung

projektionsichre

konstruktionsiehre

werkzeichnen und modellbau fir alle riumlichen gebilde
entwerlen

r

gestaltung
raumiehre

farblehre

erginzende lehrgebiete:

vortrige aus gebieten der kunst und wissenschaft

lehrfolge:

1. grundiehre:

dauer: 2 halbjahre. [ tericht in mit prak-
tischen Gbungen in der besondercn werkstatt for de ‘Iund\eh:e im zweiten
halbjahr probeweise aufnahme in eine lehrwerksta

ergebnis: endgltige aufnahme.

* auskunft erteilt die geschifistelle des bauhauses: dessau mauerstr. 36

Source: Droste, Magdalena: Bauhaus. Koln 2015, S. 61

LEHRPLAN BAUHAUS DESSAU, 1925

DE STIJL

MAAMDBLAD VOOR NIEUWE KUNSY, warENscHAR

NN No #:
PER JAARGANG. ADRES VAN REGA
ANLEMMERSTRAAT 7aALET

40 JRARGANG Wr, 9.

(e-concreta.com (16.10.2021)

Source: hitps:/arte-concreta.com (16.10.2021)

THEO VAN DOESBURG KOMPOSITIE 17 {1919)

MAGAZINE ,DE STIJL* OEUVRE DE THEO VAN
SEPTEMBER 1921 DOESBURG




ABOUT
LE CORBUSIER

- 1917 Relocation of residence and work to Paris
- 1918 paints his first oil paintings

- 1920 founding of the magazine L ‘Esprit Noveau
with poet & publicist Paul Dermée

- 1920 first plans for Maison Citrohan

- 1922 founded an architectural office with cousin
Pierre Jeanneret

- 1923 - 1924 The house was built for the parents of
Le Corbusier, according to his plans.

- 1926 ,,official“ presentation of the house by Le
Corbusier.

A BOUT

B RUNDO TAUT

- Driving member in various associations
and avant-garde circles (Der Ring, No-
vembergruppe, Arbeitsrat fir Kunst, Deut-
scher Werkbund)

-1910: Taut was elected to the Werkbund
on the basis of his artistic talent and et-
hical professional views. Exchanges with
groups of architects / artists like De Stijl
in Amsterdam, Vienna Secession, Futurist
in Italy and so on.

- 1919: As chairman of the Werkbund: Call
for colorful building!

1922: The ,colored Magdeburg‘ campaign
was a great success.

- Never part of the Bauhaus. Nevertheless,
one can feel the connection (see referen-
ce).

- Can nevertheless be considered a pio-
neer of design principles later taught at
the Bauhaus.




- wFrequent visits to parents result in examina-
tion of house over 40 years (design development,
the construction site, the function, life, spatial
disposition).

- In the reproduction of this human and architec-
turally ,experienced” lies originality and charm of
this small book.

- The book looks like a coffee table book. Certain
drawings are reminiscent of the artist’s book , Le
Poéme de I‘angle droit“ published in 1955.

- Way to point out that the design of the house pla-
ces itself in the context of a reflection on the , mi-
nimal dwelling“ that the Congrés Internationaux
dArchitecture Moderne (CIAM) was to develop in

1933.

SUMMARY

- Committed architect in many associati-
ons.
- Aims to bring his values to the people.

- One understands why he conceived the
book as a didactic medium.The result is a
textbook.

- Text and image are equal. Color map as
an extended layer.

- The reader has to work with the colors.

- The result is not only a theoretical ap-
proach to colors, but also a practical one.

- Can also be understood as merging art
and craft. ldea of Bauhaus.

- Layout has a similarity to the reference
of the Bauhaus curriculum.

- Although Taut was not part of the Bau-
haus, perhaps he deliberately sought pro-
ximity here.
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Die Mauer versperrt die Aussicht

LANDSCHAFT VOM BALKON

The wall blocks
the view

p. 22
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Le plan est installé..

p-9
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Der Plan passt...
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Hier stand friiher die Trauerweide

Here used to stand the
weeping willow.

p. 48
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GEMUSEGARTEN




DIFFERENICES




A good plan for the house start with the

curtain rods

p. 32/33

Une petite Maison
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Normal Window
Detailplan
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Blue Room, view
from the street
Drawing, p. 43
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Eines der festen Oberlichter (Gl
pappe abgedichtet), die Waschkiiche,
usw. erhellen.

ier das Abflussloch fiir das Regenwasser. Das Ab-

flussrohr, in welches auch die Auslaufvorrichtungen der

Technical Details
Drainhole & Toplight
p.- 42/43

Une petit Maison




Aircondition
Technical Plan
p. 96
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