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Libraries as Institutions for the Commons

The Keynote Lectures are a workshop-based, discursive laboratory, reflecting on
contemporary societal and spatial matters. By including experts from various backgrounds
and disciplines, the course aims to illuminate one topic from different vantage points.This
semester’s workshop cycle will continue to focus on the questions of how we can live
together as a society in the future and how we can find alternative forms of common ground.
We will examine how the typologies of this public institution, which is among the oldest in
the world, embody not only a place of knowledge but also a public meeting point, until now
free and without any fees, can develop in the future. With the example of the
Zentralbibliothek in Zurich, which is focusing mainly on the humanities, we will furthermore
analyse how libraries are structured, organised, designed and programmed as indispensable
places for the society as such. In a second step we will develop future scenarios that not only
consider the challenges libraries are facing at the moment, such as the digitisation and the
apparent need to curate quality knowledge and information, but also understand libraries as
essential and potential role models that represent an integral public entity for the common
good.

Fr,3.3.23 The Future of Libraries, Zentralbibliothek Zurich — Rudolf Mumenthaler, Director of
the University Library Zurich

Fr,10.3.23  From Alexandria to Minority Report. Performative Archiving in the Era of Digital
Cultures — Imanuel Schipper, Dramaturge

Fr,17.3.23 How to Read Books — Anja Nora Schultess, Writer; Kantonsbibliothek Liestal

Fr,31.3.23  Typologies — Gregory Gramiger, Architect




Fr, 28.4.23  Social Infrastructures & Practices of the Commons — Philippe Koch, Urbanist, ZHAW
Winterthur in Speicherbibliothek Blron

Fr,5.5.23 Self-study

Fr,12.5.23 Round Table Discussion




	Architektur an der Hochschule Luzern

